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What another inspirational Spring half term we have had with your children. Thank 

you for all your support in supporting learning at home, for the many volunteers 

that have helped out with swimming, Forest School, reading and trips. We can only 

continue to offer such a rich curriculum with the help of our volunteers, so let us 

know if you would like to join the team.

Our local history week has been a real success with our team of budding historians 

delving into Dorking in the past. Children explored the Deepdene Trail, Dorking 

caves and found out about the old school site. 

We have some exciting trips planned for the coming months, following on from 

some great explorations at the Buddhist Temple, Painshill Park, Woking Mosque 

and the Imperial War Museum. Our choir sang amongst 9,000 other voices at the 

O2 at Young Voices, Jon from Surrey County Cricket has been teaching us all 

excellent skills and some of our children attended the Dorking Sportshall Athletics 

Competition. 

Don’t forget, any concerns or worries, please come and share them. 

Kind regards

Jacky Fyson



Early Learning 
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This half term in Reception we have thoroughly enjoyed learning all about Length 

in our maths. Tallest, shortest, biggest, smallest. The children have had lots of fun 

drawing around their bodies to measure the length of each other. Super fun 

learning with the sun out too.

In Nursery the children have explored the concept and our value of “love” as we 
look at Valentines Day approaching…
We have looked at books about who we love and have linked this to our feelings 
and emotions as we also touched upon well- being week ( how we look after our 
bodies and minds). The children have used breathing techniques, we have spoken 
about ways to regulate our emotions and what we could do we when was in the 
red zone( angry/cross) some suggestions were going for a walk, the park, music, a 
hug and a drink of water.



  This half term we have been learning about ‘The Circus’ and the diverse range of 
  talents we all have in Love Class. Our ‘Sensational Start’, at the beginning of the
  term, was a visit from Sam the Circus Man. He gave us an amazing demonstration 
  of his incredible talents. He then showed us how to balance peacock feathers, spin
  plates, juggle with brightly coloured scarves, walk the tightrope and so much more! 
  What fun!

 

  In D.T we have investigated, explored, designed and created circus themed hand
  puppets. Over the last week of term, we finished sewing our final products and
  evaluated them. Here are a few pictures of our wonderful creations. We have all 
  really loved learning a new skill! 

Year 1
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Year 2 

Wow, what an exciting first Spring Term Year 2 have had! In maths we have been 
looking at measuring. We have been using rulers and metre sticks to measure 
length and height and we have just moved on to interpreting pictograms.

In our English and Topic work we have been looking at Kenya and 
going on Safari! We have been comparing the difference between 
our lives and that of the children that live in Kenya
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Year 2 

In Science we have looked at the life cycles and the forces of the push and pull. 
In our art work we have been creating silhouette pictures of a sunrise in Africa.

Finally, we have had a great time during our Local History Week! We have found 
out how St Johns has changed over the years and took a trip to the village hall 
to see where St Johns School use to be.
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    In Year 3, we have been learning all about the Romans: we have written about 

    Gladiator battles and Roman banquets, we have made animations set in the 

    Colosseum, we have made Roman pots and theatrical masks and we have learnt

    all about how the Romans lived in Rome. We thought about our harmony principle

    of diversity by considering how different life was for the Romans in Rome than it

    was for the Celts living in Britain. Life was changing - even over 2000 years ago!

    The sun shone for us when we visited Painshill Park. We saw a Roman Mausoleum

    and visited the Roman-inspired Crystal Grotto. We played games to discover what

    life was like in the Roman Army. We then got our hands dirty making weapons and

    pots from clay and creating a model Roman village. 

Year 3 
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Th
Year 3
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Local History Week - Deepdene Trail

We visited the Deepdene Trail and learnt about the history of the house and 

gardens and their change of use over time. Back in school, we wrote poems 

which considered the comparison between the site in its glory days and now. 



Th

Year 3
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The Rise of Deepdene 
By Josh

Glance at the beautiful view,
Wander around the luxurious mausoleum, 
Notice the enchanted statues, 
Prance into the majestic grotto,
Deepdene is laughing,
Deepdene is smiling.

The Fall of Deepdene
By Sophia

Stomp through the overgrown 
bushes, 
Trudge to the graffitied and 
deserted Embattled Tower, 
Crawl into dirty, filthy tunnels,
Venture to the abandoned grotto. 
Deepdene is blue,

Deepdene is forgotten. 



Th

Year 4
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This half term we have been exploring the 
digestive system in animals and humans.  We 
modelled this in class using bread, water, orange 
juice and food colouring to mirror what happens 
inside the digestive system. There were many 
green faces around the classroom - but still 
wanted to see more!

Year 4 had a lovely tour around Dorking with Mr 
Draper, teaching us about the wonderful rich history 
of our town.  Whilst at the war memorial, some of 
us were able to spot our family names and learnt 
about the 14 year old boy who fought in the First 
World War. We also looked at the importance of the 
Dorking Cockerel to the town. Ask any of the Year 4 
class about what happened underground! Of course 
we couldn’t resist including a picture of our 
wonderful Miss Ames who was also having the time 
of her life at pump corner.  



Th
Year 4
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There has a lot of trumpet blowing this half term! We’ve been incredibly lucky to 
have a wonderful trumpet teacher coming in each Tuesday to teach us how to blow 
our own trumpets.

Year 4 have bowled us over with their cricket skills, thanks to the wonderful John. 
We have been focussing on our bowling, batting skills and teamwork skills



  Courage Class had a great opportunity to visit the Buddhist Temple where we were 
  greeted by one of the Monks, who delivered an introduction about the Temple, the 
  life of the Buddha and monastic life. Finally, children were be able to explore 
  Buddhism faith by experiencing a short meditation and then there was time to ask
  any questions they had. This was a wonderful opportunity to experience and learn
  about the Buddhist faith and their way of life through mindfulness. 
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Year 5 
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     Science 
     Year 6 have been investigating light this term. The sun shone brightly on the day we
     learned about shadows - giving us an unexpected opportunity to make our explore
     our own shadows outside.

    Topic 
    The Imperial War Museum provided Year 6 with a fantastic opportunity to explore
    the origins and reality of both World War I and World War II. They discovered the
    events that culminated in the ‘Great War’.The children thoroughly enjoyed learning
    about what life was like for the soldiers on the front line as well as what life was like
    at home for the women and children who kept Britain running. Next term, the 
    children will be creating their own Anderson shelters (which will be tested in a 
    bombing raid!) and so it was great for them to experience being inside one and 
    understand what it might have been like for people at the time.

Year 6 
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                                           O2 Young Voices

     Children taking part in our wonderful school's choir, had the opportunity to 
      perform in one of the world’s greatest arenas alongside incredible artists and
      another 9,000 children at the Young Voices 2024. This was a Wonderful
      achievement that helped to grow children’s self-belief, self-motivation, confidence,
      and ability to communicate as part of a team - which is invaluable! Add to this the
      numerous health benefits of singing in rehearsals, including breathing exercises to
      focus the mind - it’s no wonder that Young Voices is the  event of the year for our
      young choir! The concert is the culmination of a lot of  hard work from the children
      and the teachers who support  them throughout the year. We sang our hearts
      out and cannot wait for next year’s Young Voice already! 
      Miss Eidimtaite, Choir Lead.
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On the 6th February we celebrated ‘Safer Internet Day’. With the 
internet being the foundation of everything we do nowadays, it is vital 

that the children understand how to use it and how to keep safe. 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 took time to think about what they 
should do if they are not happy with something they have seen 

online. They discussed what they should do and who are there safe 
adults to share with. There was also further discussion about keeping 

our personal details safe online and the children thought of 
nicknames that they could use on their games. 

Key Stage 2, discussed what forms of communication are appropriate 
to send and how inappropriate communication can affect another 

person's well-being. 

More helpful websites for
 online safety are -

https://saferinternet.org.uk/

https://www.breckfoundation.org/

https://www.childnet.com/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/

Online Safety
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Diary Dates 2023/24
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February 

12th-16th February Spring Half Term

21st February 11am Year 5 Inspire Session 

22nd February Quick Stick Hockey Tournament

23rd February 9am Celebration Assembly

23rd February 9am Reception Class Health Screening

26th February - 
1st March

Multi-Cultural Book Week

28th February 9am Author visit and workshops

March

1st March World Book Day. Mufti (£1 contribution to 
support minibus fund)

1st March 9am Celebration Assembly

4th March 9am Year 6 Junior Citizen Event

5th March 9am Year 2 Look Out Discovery Centre

6th March 11am Year 6 Inspire Session

6th-8th March PGL Marchants Hill Year 4

11-15th March E-Safety Week

15th March 12 pm - 5pm Year 5 Polka Theatre Trip

18th March 9am Nursery Manor Farm Trip
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March 

19th March 2pm Early Years Easter Bonnet Parade

19th March 3:30 - 6pm Parent Consultation Evening 

21st March 3:30 - 6pm Parent Consultation Evening

22nd March 8:30am Year 5 London Royal Observatory 
Trip

22nd March 4 - 5pm School Spring Disco

25th March 8:30am Year 6 Chartwell Trip

26th March 9am Year 1 Hever Castle Trip

27th March Nursery last day of term

27th March 9:30am Easter Service at St John’s 
Church

28th March Mufti Day - £1.00 per child contribution to 
support the school minibus fund

29th March - 14th 
April

Easter Holiday

April 

15th April Inset Day

16th April 9am Reception Bocketts Farm Trip

23rd April 8:30am Year 4 SES Water Reservoir Trip


